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Amendments to the Claims: . . . a-( 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) For use in a conferencing system incorporating noise 
characteristic estimation of a signal of interest transmitted in a first direction first of two 
bidirectionallv transmitted signals, the improvement comprising detecting audio signal at 
Least one of voice activity and inland tone activity i n a signal transmitted in a firstdirection 
opposite to said first signal of interest and in response ceasing said noise characteristic 
estimation. 



2. (currently amended) The improvement of claim J „ further comprising 
detecting audio oignal at least one of voice activity and in-band tone activity in said first 
signal of interest and in response ceasing said noise characteristic estimation in a direction of 
said first sitmai. 

3, (original) The improvement of claim 2, wherein said noise characteristic is 
noise level. 

4- (original) The improvement of claim 1 , wherein said noise characteristic is 
noise level, 

5.- 6. (canceled) 



7. (currently amended) Apparatus for controlling noise characteristic estimation 
in a conferencing system, comprising: 

a first noise characteristic estimator for estimating a noise characteristic of a signal of 
interest transmitted in a first direction through said conferencing system; and 

a first voice activity detector for detecting audio signal activity at least one of voice 
activity and in-band tone activity in a signal transmitted through said conferencing system in 
a direction opposite to said signal of interest and in response disabling said theJfrst_noise 
characteristic estimator; 
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a second noise characteristic estimator for estimating a noise characteristic of a sig nal 
o f interest transmitted in a direction opposite to s a id first direction, throug h said conferencing 
system: and 

asecond voice activity detector tor dete cting at least one of voice activity and in-hanri 
tone activity in a signal transmitted through sai d conferencing system in said first direction 
and in response disabling the sec ond noise characteristic estimator . 

8. (canceled) 

9. (original) The apparatus of claim 7 9 wherein said noise characteristic is noise 

level. 

10. -12. (canceled) 

13. (currently amended) A conferencing system, comprising: 
a line input for receiving a line-in audio signal from an audio signal line; 
a line output for transmitting a line-out audio signal to said audio line; 
a speaker connected to said line input for broadcasting said line-in audio signal; 
a microphone connected to said line output for applying said line-out audio signal to 
said line output; 

an echo canceller connected to said line input and said line output for canceling echo 
signals of said line-in audio signal appearing in said line-out audio signal; 

at least ee© two noise level estimator estimators, one of said noise level estimators for 
estimating noise level in ono of either said line-in audio signal e* and the other of said noise 
level estimators for estimating noise level in said line-out audio signal; and 

at least eee two voice activity d e tects ? detectors, one of said voice activity detectors 
for detecting voice activity in tho other of said line-in audio signal or said lino out audia 
sigaai and in response disabling said at l e ast one other of said noise level ostimator 
estimators, and the other of said v oice activity detectors for detecting voice activity in said 
line-out audio signal and in respons e disabling said one of said noise level estimators . 

14. (canceled) 
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wmg. umm.im i "' 1 5 ' ( currentlv tended) The conferencing system of claim 44 12, wherein said at 

le ast ono pjherof saM voice activity deteete* detectors is connected to said line-output and 
said echo canceller, and said further o ne of said voice activity deteetOF detectors i s connected 
to said line input. 

16. (canceled) 



17. (currently amended) The conferencing system of claim 13, wherein ot loaat 
one said other of said., voice activity dotootor detectors is connected to said microphone and 
said echo canceller. 



18. (canceled) 
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